
SHRI M. T. VASUDEVAN NAIR (POSTHUMOUS)

 Shri M. T. Vasudevan Nair, affectionately known M.T., was a cultural icon whose work has 
profoundly influenced several generations of readers, and continues to do so. He was a writer, film 
director, scenarist, editor and orator whose contributions to Malayalam language, literature and 
cinema, remain unparalleled.
2. Born on 15  July, 1933, in a small village called Kudallur, in Palakkad district, he was th

passionate about reading and writing from an early age. He graduated from Government Victoria 
College, Palakkad. In 1954 he made his presence known in the world of literature by winning the 
first prize in the World Short Story competition for Best Short Story in Malayalam. The competition 
was organized by the New York Herald Tribune. After graduation, he worked as a teacher in M B 
Tutorial College, Palakkad until he joined the premium Malayalam publication, ‘Mathrubhumi’, as 
a sub editor in 1957.
3. Shri Nair published his first novel “Nalukettu” in 1958, which won the Kerala Sahitya 
Akademi Award. He wrote his first screenplay “Murappennu” in 1965, based on one of his short 
stories. He was appointed Editor of Mathrubhumi weekly in 1968, and during his stint spanning 
three decades, he was instrumental in discovering and encouraging a generation of new Malayalam 
writers. His first directorial venture was “Nirmalyam”(1973), considered a classic which bagged 
several national and international awards including the President's Gold Medal in 1973 for best 
feature film and the Garuda award in the Jakarta Asian Film Festival.
4. Shri Nair has published more than 200 short stories, 8 novels, several collections of essays, 
travelogues and a play. He is credited with developing a well-defined structure and format to the 
screenplay in Malayalam cinema. He has written 55 screenplays for feature films as well as an 
anthology of short films. He has directed 7 films and most have won state, national and 
international awards. He was a pioneer in several aspects. He was the first to publish screenplays, 
adding a literary value to the format, which later became the unofficial guidebook for several screen 
writers. As the editor of the Mathrubhumi literary magazine, he facilitated translation of several 
books, from other Indian languages as well as English, into Malayalam, thereby introducing 
Malayalee readers to world literature. He was a visionary who understood the need to preserve 
language and culture. He took up the reins of the Thunchan Memorial, in 1992 and spent three 
decades of his life to create a befitting memorial to Thunchath Ramanujan Ezhuthachan, who is 
considered the father of modern Malayalam language. Today it is the most revered memorial 
dedicated to a language and its founder, in India.
5. Shri Nair had received innumerable awards and titles during his life time. The Central Sahitya 
Akademi (1970), Jnanpith (1995) Sahitya Akademi Fellowship (2013). He was honoured with Padma 
Bhushan in 2005. He holds the record for maximum number of National Film Awards for Best 
Screenplay, which he won four times - (1989, 1991, 1993, 1994) and 17 State Awards. The Vayalar 
Award (1984), Kerala Sahitya Akademi Fellowship (2005), Ezhuthachan Puraskaram (2011), J C 
Daniel Award (2013), Kerala Jyothi Puraskaram (2022) are some of the major recognitions.

6. Shri Nair passed away on 25  December, 2024. th

Padma Vibhushan



Jh ,e-Vh- oklqnsou uk;j ¼ej.kksijkar½

 J ]h ,e-Vh- oklqnsou uk;j  ftUgsa I;kj ls ,e-Vh- ds uke ls tkuk tkrk gS] ,d lkaL—frd vkn'kZ Fks ftuds dke us 
ikBdksa dh dÃ ihf<+;ksa dks xgjkÃ ls çHkkfor fd;k gS] vkSj vc Hkh dj jgk gSA og ,d ys[kd] fQYe funs Z'kd] iVdFkk ys[kd] 
laiknd vkSj oäk Fks ftudk ey;kye Hkk"kk] lkfgR; vkSj flusek esa vf}rh; ;ksxnku gSA

2- 15 tqykÃ] 1933 dks iyôM+ ftys ds dqMYywj uked ,d NksVs ls xk¡o esa tUes] mUgsa cpiu ls gh i<+us&fy[kus dk 
'kkSd FkkA mUgksaus iyôM+ ds ljdkjh foDVksfj;k d‚yst ls Lukrd fd;k A 1954 esa mUgksaus ey;kye esa loZJs"B y?kq dFkk ds 
fy, foÜo y?kq dFkk çfr;ksfxrk esa çFke iqjLdkj thrdj lkfgR; dh nqfu;k esa viuh mifLFkfr ntZ djkÃA çfr;ksfxrk dk 
vk;kstu U;w;‚dZ gsjkYM fVªC;wu us fd;k FkkA Lukrd gksus ds ckn mUgksaus ,ech VîwVksfj;y d‚yst  iyôM+ esa ,d f'k{kd ds ]
:i esa dke fd;k] ftlds ckn 1957 esa mUgksaus çeq[k ey;kye çdk'ku] ekr`Hkwfe esa mi laiknd ds :i esa dk;ZHkkj xzg.k fd;kA

3- Jh uk;j dk igyk miU;kl ÞukyqdsêwÞ 1958 esa çdkf'kr gqvk] ftls dsjy lkfgR; vdkneh iqjLdkj feykA mUgksaus 
1965 esa viuh igyh iVdFkk ÞeqjkIisUuqß fy[kh] tks mudh ,d y?kq dgkuh ij vkèkkfjr FkhA 1968 esa og ekr`Hkwfe lkIrkfgd ds 
laiknd cus] vkSj rhu n'kdksa ds vius dk;Zdky ds nkSjku] mUgksaus u, ey;kye ys[kdksa dh ,d ih<+h dks lkeus ykus vkSj 
çksRlkfgr djus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkÃA muds funsZ'ku esa igyh fQYe ÞfueZY;eß ¼1973½ Fkh] ftls ,d Dykfld ekuk tkrk 
gSA bl fQYe us 1973 esa loZJs"B Qhpj fQYe ds fy, jk"Vªifr Lo.kZ ind vkSj tdkrkZ ,f'k;kÃ fQYe egksRlo esa x#M+ 
iqjLdkj lfgr dÃ jk"Vªh; vkSj varjk"Vªh; iqjLdkj thrsA

4- Jh uk;j dh 200 ls T+;knk y?kq dFkk,a] 8 miU;kl] dÃ fucaèk laxzg] ;k=k&oÙ̀kkar vkSj ,d ukVd çdkf'kr gqvk gSA 
mUgsa ey;kye flusek esa iVdFkk esa ,d Li"V lajpuk vkSj çk:i fodflr djus dk Js; tkrk gSA mUgksaus Qhpj fQYeksa ds fy, 
55 iVdFkk,a vkSj lkFk gh y?kq fQYeksa dk ,d ladyu Hkh fy[kk gSA mUgksaus 7 fQYeksa dk funsZ'ku fd;k gS ftuesa ls T+;knkrj us 
jkT;] jk"Vªh; vkSj varjjk"Vªh; iqjLdkj thrs gSaA og dÃ igyqvksa esa vxz.kh FksA og iVdFkk çdkf'kr djus okys igys O;fä Fks] 
ftlls bl foèkk dks ,d lkfgfR;d :i feyk] tks ckn esa dÃ iVdFkk ys[kdksa ds fy, vukSipkfjd ekxZnÆ'kdk cu x;kA 
lkfgfR;d if=dk ekr`Hkwfe ds laiknd ds :i esa] mUgksaus vaxzsth lfgr vU; Hkkjrh; Hkk"kkvksa ls dÃ iqLrdksa dk ey;kye esa 
vuqokn fd;k] ftlls ey;kyh ikBd foÜo lkfgR; ls ifjfpr gq,A og ,d nwjn'kÊ O;fä Fks ftUgksaus Hkk"kk vkSj laL—fr dks 
lajf{kr djus dh vko';drk dks le>kA mUgksaus 1992 esa Fkqapu Lekjd dh ckxMksj laHkkyh vkSj Fkqapu jkekuqtu ,>qFkkpu ds 
fy, ,d mi;qä Lekjd cukus ds fy, vius thou ds rhu n'kd yxk fn,A Fkqapu dks vkèkqfud ey;kye Hkk"kk dk tud ekuk 
tkrk gSA vkt ;g Hkkjr esa fdlh Hkh Hkk"kk vkSj mlds laLFkkid dks leÆir lcls çfrf"Br Lekjd gSA

5 ¼ ½]- Jh uk;j dks vius thoudky esa vufxur iqjLdkj vkSj mikfèk;ka çkIr gqb± tSls dsaæh; lkfgR; vdkneh 1970  
KkuihB ¼1995½] lkfgR; vdkneh Qsyksf'ki ¼2013½A 2005 esa mUgsa in~e Hkw"k.k ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA muds uke loZJs"B 
iVdFkk ds fy, lcls T+;knk jk"Vªh; fQ+Ye iqjLdkj thrus dk fjd‚MZ gS] ftls mUgksaus pkj ckj thrk & ¼1989] 1991] 1993] 
1994 ½ vkSj lkFk gh 17 jkT; iqjLdkj Hkh thrsA ok;ykj iqjLdkj ¼1984½] dsjy lkfgR; vdkneh Q+syksf'ki ¼2005½] ,t+qFkkpu 
iqjLdkje ¼2011½] tslh Msfu;y iqjLdkj ¼2013½] dsjy T;ksfr iqjLdkje ¼2022½ mUgsa feys dqN çeq[k lEeku gSaA

6-  25 fnlacj] 2024 dks Jh uk;j dk fuèku gks x;kA

in~e foHkw”k.k


