Padma Vibhushan

SHRI M. T. VASUDEVAN NAIR (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri M. T. Vasudevan Nair, affectionately known M.T., was a cultural icon whose work has
profoundly influenced several generations of readers, and continues to do so. He was a writer, film
director, scenarist, editor and orator whose contributions to Malayalam language, literature and
cinema, remain unparalleled.

2. Born on 15" July, 1933, in a small village called Kudallur, in Palakkad district, he was
passionate about reading and writing from an early age. He graduated from Government Victoria
College, Palakkad. In 1954 he made his presence known in the world of literature by winning the
first prize in the World Short Story competition for Best Short Story in Malayalam. The competition
was organized by the New York Herald Tribune. After graduation, he worked as a teacher in M B
Tutorial College, Palakkad until he joined the premium Malayalam publication, ‘Mathrubhumi’, as
asub editorin 1957.

3. Shri Nair published his first novel “Nalukettu” in 1958, which won the Kerala Sahitya
Akademi Award. He wrote his first screenplay “Murappennu” in 1965, based on one of his short
stories. He was appointed Editor of Mathrubhumi weekly in 1968, and during his stint spanning
three decades, he was instrumental in discovering and encouraging a generation of new Malayalam
writers. His first directorial venture was “Nirmalyam”(1973), considered a classic which bagged
several national and international awards including the President's Gold Medal in 1973 for best
feature film and the Garuda award in the Jakarta Asian Film Festival.

4. Shri Nair has published more than 200 short stories, 8 novels, several collections of essays,
travelogues and a play. He is credited with developing a well-defined structure and format to the
screenplay in Malayalam cinema. He has written 55 screenplays for feature films as well as an
anthology of short films. He has directed 7 films and most have won state, national and
international awards. He was a pioneer in several aspects. He was the first to publish screenplays,
adding a literary value to the format, which later became the unofficial guidebook for several screen
writers. As the editor of the Mathrubhumi literary magazine, he facilitated translation of several
books, from other Indian languages as well as English, into Malayalam, thereby introducing
Malayalee readers to world literature. He was a visionary who understood the need to preserve
language and culture. He took up the reins of the Thunchan Memorial, in 1992 and spent three
decades of his life to create a befitting memorial to Thunchath Ramanujan Ezhuthachan, who is
considered the father of modern Malayalam language. Today it is the most revered memorial
dedicated to a language and its founder, in India.

S. Shri Nair had received innumerable awards and titles during his life time. The Central Sahitya
Akademi (1970), Jnanpith (1995) Sahitya Akademi Fellowship (2013). He was honoured with Padma
Bhushan in 2005. He holds the record for maximum number of National Film Awards for Best
Screenplay, which he won four times - (1989, 1991, 1993, 1994) and 17 State Awards. The Vayalar
Award (1984), Kerala Sahitya Akademi Fellowship (2005), Ezhuthachan Puraskaram (2011), J C
Daniel Award (2013), Kerala Jyothi Puraskaram (2022) are some of the major recognitions.

6. Shri Nair passed away on 25" December, 2024.
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